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THAT ALL MAY WORSHIP 

Welcome to the "second” (2nd) edition of the Gulf 

States Conference (GSC) Disability Ministry 

Newsletter". Our 1st edition was published in 

January of 2018 and we stated the next edition 

would be February 2018 issue. However, I was 

admitted to Huntsville Hospital on January 27th for 

numerous corrective procedures resulting from the 

removal of a small mass in my neck in December of 

2017. The unknown contributor to these 

unfortunate chain of events was a case of 

appendicitis, which many have said would be far 

worse had it actually exploded. I thank God for not 

allowing that to happen. I was released from the 

hospital and into rehabilitation on February 15th.  

I was released from rehab to in-home rehab on 

March 7th and my final week of therapy will be the 

week of April 1st. 

OUR GOALS 

Our goal is to provide up-to-date information on 

disability related events and snapshot information 

on the seven (7) categories of disability, which are: 

• Vision Impairment. 
• Hearing Impairments 
• Mental health conditions. 
• Hidden Disabilities 
• Acquired brain injury 
• Autism 

• Physical disability. 
 

We will attempt to give informational snapshots of 

these disability categories to hopefully trigger your 

interest and contact our office to schedule a 

disability day for your church. All you will need to 

do is to let us know what one(s) you are interested 

in. We will provide the professional expertise to 

come and present Sabbath programs and 

afternoon workshops...   

We also hope to include tools and information that 

churches can use to help make their churches 

accessible to all members. These informational 

tools will cover areas such as "How to make your 

church accessible at minimal costs, Attitudinal 

barriers, Hidden Disabilities, How to start a 

disability ministry in your church", and more...  

Finally, we hope to one day establish an online 

reference page on the conference web site where 

you can retrieve any disability related information 

needed. That link will also provide the capability to 

request a visit from us to come to your church and 

conduct a program... 

Our first snapshot was on Visual Impairments and 

this one will concentrate on a large but 

unrecognized category of hearing impairments. 

 

 

"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose." – Romans 8:28



HEARING IMPAIRMENTS 

A Brief Summary of Estimates for the Size of the 

Deaf Population in the USA Based on Available 

Federal Data and Published Research 

About 2 to 4 of every 1,000 people in the United 

States are "functionally deaf," though more than 

half became deaf relatively late in life; fewer than 1 

out of every 1,000 people in the United States 

became deaf before 18 years of age. 

 

 

 

However, if people with a severe hearing 

impairment are included with those who are deaf, 

then the number is 4 to 10 times higher. That 

is, anywhere from 9 to 22 out of every 1,000 people 

have a severe hearing impairment or are deaf. 

Again, at least half of these people reported their 

hearing loss after 64 years of age. 

If everyone who has any kind of "trouble" with 

their hearing is included then anywhere from 37 to 

140 out of every 1,000 people in the United States 

have some kind of hearing loss, with a large share 

being at least 65 years old. 

Who Are the Deaf? 

First let’s try to distinguish between (4) four 

different groups in terms of hearing loss. There are 

differences of opinion about who belongs in which 

category, 2 but these are the four primary groups 

as I prefer to define them.  

(1) The term “Deaf” (with a capital “D”) usually 

refers to people who are born profoundly deaf or 

who become deaf at a pre-linguistic age. Generally, 

American Sign Language is their first language 

(especially if they are born to Deaf parents).  

(2) The term “Deaf ” can also refer to profoundly 

Deaf people who have been raised with the oral 

method but have acquired sign language at a later 

age (normally, they have hearing parents or deaf 

oral parents).   

(3) A third group, “deaf” with a small “d,” refers to 

those who, perhaps because of sickness or an 

accident, become deaf after acquiring language. 

This group would also include people who have 

had their hearing restored (at least to some extent) 

through cochlear implants or other medical 

procedures.  

(4) The final group includes people who are hard-

of-hearing (who may or may not use sign 

language), but can function in hearing society. 

Hard-of-hearing people are generally not referred 

to as “deaf,” just as people who wear glasses are 

not referred to as “blind.” 

My personal experience as a hard-of-hearing 

church member, and 25-plus years working in 

disability advocacies, has revealed there are vast 

numbers of us sitting silent in church, or simply not 

attending church at all! I would have fallen into the 

latter had it not been the Lord’s inspiring me to 

work in this ministry.   



HARD OF HEARING ORGANIZATIONS 

These organizations generally represent hard of 
hearing people, although deaf people are welcome 
to join.  

• Hearing Loss Association of America. The 
Hearing Loss Association of America is 
widely recognized as the premier 

association for hard of hearing people in 
the United States. 

• International Federation of Hard of Hearing 
People. The International Federation of 
Hard of Hearing People (IFHOH) is an 
international association for hard of 
hearing people.

 

If you would like for us to come to your church to talk about "Hearing 

Impairments" or other disabilities, please contact the Gulf States 

Conference's Disabilities Ministry department. 

CREDITS 

• Episcopal Divinity School 

http://www.eds.edu/news/theologywithoutwords   

• Deaf Culture – Deaf or Disabled 

https://www.verywell.com/deaf-culture-deaf-disabled-both-1048590  
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