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THAT ALL MAY WORSHIP 

Welcome to the first edition of the Gulf States 

Conference (GSC) newsletter. Our goal is to 

provide you with up-to-date information on 

disability related events and also to provide 

snapshot information on the seven areas of 

disability, which are: 

• Vision Impairment 
• Hearing Impairments 
• Mental health conditions 
• Hidden Disabilities 
• Acquired brain injury 
• Autism 
• Physical disability 

 

Contact our office to schedule a disability day for 

your church.  All you will need to do is let us know 

what specific area(s) you are interested in.  We will 

provide the professional expertise to come and 

give you up-to-date information. 

We also hope to include tools and information that 

churches can use to help make their churches 

accessible to all members.  These informational 

tools will cover areas such as "how making your 

church accessible at minimal costs, attitudinal 

barriers, hidden disabilities, and how to start a 

disability ministry in your church", and more.  

 

"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose." – Romans 8:28 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

An internet search on disability categories will be 

loaded with news on legal services in these areas. 

For example, the Social Security Administration 

(SSA) provides all types of benefits for retired and 

injured workers It also has numerous disability 

categories more complex than the ones we have 

posted.   

With millions of Americans applying for Social 

Security disability benefits every year, it is 

increasingly difficult for disabled individuals to  

 

 

 

receive a favorable decision from the SSA 

regarding their disability claims. This is probably 

the reason there are so many different categories 

in SSA.    

VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS 

The month of January is National Glaucoma 

Awareness month.  Glaucoma is a group of 

diseases that damage the eye’s optic nerve and 

can result in vision loss and blindness. However, 

with early detection and treatment, you can often 

protect your eyes against serious vision loss. 

By George Hamilton – Conference Asst Director of Disability Ministries 



The optic nerve is a bundle of more than 1 million nerve fibers. It 

connects the retina to the brain. (See diagram above.) The retina is 

the light-sensitive tissue at the back of the eye. A healthy optic nerve 

is necessary for good vision. 

Several large studies have shown that eye pressure is a major risk 

factor for optic nerve damage. In the front of the eye is a space called 

the anterior chamber. A clear fluid flows continuously in and out of 

the chamber and nourishes nearby tissues. The fluid leaves the 

chamber at the open angle where the cornea and iris meet.  When 

the fluid reaches the angle, it flows through a spongy mesh-work, 

like a drain, and leaves the eye. 

DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING 

Our next edition will cover "Deaf or Hard of Hearing". 

If you would like for us to come to your church to talk about "Visual 

Impairments" or other disabilities, please contact the Gulf States 

Conference's Disabilities Ministry department. 
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This newsletter is sponsored by the Executive Secretary’s Office of the 

Gulf States Conference.  It is our pleasure to provide material and 

training so that we can provide inclusive services to the members and 
guests of the Seventh-day Adventist Churches in our conference. 

The Disabilities Ministries mission is to seek to 
inspire, equip, and mobilize those who are 

differently-abled to serve God and community as 
expressed in the mission statement of the Seventh-

day Adventist Church. 
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