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THAT ALL MAY WORSHIP 

Although we are a bit late, “Welcome to the sixth 

(7th) edition of Gulf States Conference’s Disability 

& Special Needs Ministry newsletter”.  We hope 

these newsletters will pique your interest enough 

to contact our office and schedule a training 

session followed by an official “Disability or Special 

Needs Day” for your church.  We provide 

professional expertise in both training and 

presentation of our programs and workshops. 

We also hope to include informational tools 

churches can use to help make their churches 

accessible. These informational tools will cover 

areas such as "How to make your church accessible 

at minimal costs”; “Attitudinal barriers”; 

“Hidden/Invisible Disabilities”; “How to start a 

disability ministry in your church”; and more.  

Finally, we hope one day to establish an online 

reference page on Gulf States Conference’s 

Disabilities & Special Needs web site available at 

https://gscsda.org/disability-ministries/. The 

website is currently under construction with some 

fabulous and eye-catching additions for your 

interest.  We will also add online fillable PDF forms 

to request services or information from us. 

Although each edition of our newsletter will cover 

a specific disability area. We will continue to 

address outstanding inquiries and concerns as the 

information becomes available.  Be advised that 

because all disability areas are so complex, we will 

not endeavor to provide analytical information.  

Our goal is to provide up-to-date information on 

disability related events and snapshot information 

on the seven (7) major areas of disability.  We are 

modifying these areas from the areas published in 

our previous editions to comply with the North 

American Division (NAD) 2002 Disabilities 

Handbook.  The modified areas are: 

• Cognitive 

• Hearing (covered) 

• Hidden (c0vered) 

• Mobility (covered) 

• Psychiatric/Mental (covered) 

• Speech (current) 

• Visual (covered) 

Our last edition provided a snapshot on “Hidden or 

Invisible Disabilities”.  So far, we have snapshots on 

Visual, Hearing, Psychiatric (Mental), Hidden & 

Mobility Impairments.  This issue will snapshot 

“Speech Impairments”.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



" Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not!  

On the contrary, we establish the law” – Romans 3:21 NKJV

SPEECH & LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENTS 

There are three basic types of speech impairments: 

articulation disorders, fluency disorders, and voice 

disorders. 

Articulation disorders are errors in the production 

of speech sounds that may be related to 

anatomical or physiological limitations in the 

skeletal, muscular, or neuromuscular support for 

speech production. These disorders include: 

Omissions: 

 

Substitutions: (wabbit for rabbit) 

Distortions: (shlip for sip) 

BO for Boat 

 

Fluency disorders are difficulties with the rhythm 

and timing of speech characterized by hesitations, 

repetitions, or prolongations of sounds, syllables, 

words, or phrases. Common fluency disorders 

include: 

Stuttering: rapid-fire repetitions of consonant or 

vowel sounds, especially at the beginning of 

words, prolongations, hesitations, interjections, 

and complete verbal blocks. 

 

Cluttering: excessively fast and jerky speech. 

Voice disorders are problems with the quality or 

use of one's voice resulting from disorders in the 

larynx. Voice disorders are characterized by 

abnormal production and/or absences of vocal 

quality, pitch, loudness, resonance, and/or 

duration. 

LANGUAGE 

There are five basic areas of language 

impairments: phonological disorders, 

morphological disorders, semantic disorders, 

syntactical deficits, and pragmatic difficulties. 

Phonological disorders are defined as the 

abnormal organization of the phonological system, 

or a significant deficit in speech production or 

perception. A child with a phonological disorder 

may be described as hard to understand or as not 

saying the sounds correctly. Apraxia of speech is a 

specific phonological disorder where the student 

may want to speak but has difficulty planning what 

to say and the motor movements to use. 

Morphological disorders are defined as difficulties 

with morphological inflections (inflections on 

nouns, verbs, and adjectives that signal different 

kinds of meanings). 

Semantic disorders are characterized by poor 

vocabulary development, inappropriate use of 

word meanings, and/or inability to comprehend 

word meanings. These students will demonstrate 

restrictions in word meanings, difficulty with 

multiple word meanings, excessive use of 

nonspecific terms (e.g., thing and stuff), and 

indefinite references (e.g., that and there). 

Syntactic deficits are characterized by difficulty in 

acquiring the rules that govern word order and 

other aspects of grammar such as subject-verb 

agreement. Typically, these students produce 

shorter and less elaborate sentences with fewer 

cohesive conjunctions than their peers. 



Pragmatic difficulties are characterized as 

problems in understanding and using language in 

different social contexts. These students may lack 

an understanding of the rules for making eye 

contact, respecting personal space, requesting 

information, and introducing topics. 

We will conclude the snapshot on this area due to 

its complexity, and start developing information 

on “Cognitive Disabilities”, the last of the seven (7) 

major areas.  However, if you want more specific 

information on it, please contact our office to 

arrange for a professional presentation via an 

afternoon workshop. 

 

 

 

CREDITS 

WIKIPEDIA – SPEECH DISORDER  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speech_disorder 

 

 

 

If you would like for us to come to your church for an initial training session 

about "Disabilities or Special Needs” ministries, please contact the Gulf 

States Conference's Disabilities Ministry department via any of the 

mediums below. 
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